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July 2011				                		          Contact:  (Your Name)
For Immediate Release					Phone: (Your Phone number)


YOUTH ORGANIZATION FOCUSES ON COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
(Your City, State) – Family, Career and Community Leaders of America is a nonprofit career and technical education program for young men and women in Family and Consumer Sciences Education (FACS) courses. FCCLA works with FACS students to empower individuals and families to manage the challenges of living in and working in a diverse global society. The organization’s unique focus is on families, work, and their interrelationships. To showcase these relationships FCCLA has announced its 2011-2012 focus to be on college and career readiness. 
	Family and Career preparation were found to be the most important topics to students in their FACS courses. Of current FCCLA advisers 74% integrate career preparation and 67% percent teach about family. In the upcoming year FCCLA will focus its conferences and workshops around college and career readiness. This focus will help students gain knowledge about the interrelationship between family and work to prepare for life after high school. FCCLA will also work towards educating FACS teachers about integrating these lessons into their classroom. 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), is a dynamic and effective national student organization that helps young men and women become leaders and address important personal, family, work, and societal issues through Family and Consumer Sciences education. FCCLA has over 190,000 members and over 6,500 chapters from 50 state associations, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. The organization has involved more than ten million youth since its founding in 1945. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	FCCLA: The Ultimate Leadership Experience is unique among youth organizations because its programs are planned and run by members.  It is the only career and technical in-school student organization with the family as its central focus.  Participation in national programs and chapter activities helps members become strong leaders in their families, careers, and communities. Out of 87,994 students from across the country, 55% of students believe that FCCLA has a positive impact on their academic performance. 
###
The National Research Center for College & University Admissions engages in annual cooperative research with student organizations, educator associations and community-based groups. The direct benefit to students for participating in this collaborative program is their inclusion in My College Options, the nation’s largest personalized, free college planning program. Our research partners are able to reach millions of students and thousands of educators in ways that were cost and logistically prohibitive in the past. 
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